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,grtgislatibt ss!rt nbi u
Mfonday, .5th Novembher, 1894.

Additioual Estimeates; Message froma His Excellency-
Revised Estimates, "Defence- Vote; Meaefroms His Exceluency-Oponing for selection otf
thand reers the Eastern Eaflway-bssect Pests Bill:

tidraing-Loan Bill (tl,5O,O11O); Order of the
Day for consideration of Legislative Council's
Message discharged-PoLice Act Amendment Bill;
Legislative Council's arnendonts-lDrorirg Bill ;
Message from the Legislative Council-Estimates
(Additional) 1894.5-Adionrncent.

THE SPEARER took the chair
7-30 p.m.

at

PRAYERS.

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES, 1894-5.
MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

The following Messages were received
from His Excellency the Governor's
Deputy:
"Alex. 0. Onslowv,

" Governor's Deputy.
"The Governor, by his Deputy, trans-

"mits to the Legislative Assembly addi-
"tional Estimates of Expenditure for the

"year ending 30th June, 1895, to the
"extent of 424,026, and recommends
"an appropriation of the Consolidated
"Revenue Fund accordingly.

" Government House, Perth, 5th No-
venmber, 1894."

Alex. C. Onelou',
" Governor's Deputy.

"The Governor, by his Deputy, trans-
"mits to the Legislative Assembly the
"revised Estimates of Expenditure for
"Defences for the year ending 30th

"June, 1895, to the extent of £15,450
"is. 4d., and recommends an appropria-
tion of the Consolidated Revenue Fund

"accordingly.
" Governmnent House, Perth, Novem-

"ber 5th, 1894."
Ordered-That the foregoing Messages

be taken into consideration upon the
recommittal of the Estimates.

OPENING FOR SELECTION OF LANDS
ALONGSIDE THE EASTERN RAIL-
WAY.

MR. RICHARDSON, in accordance
with notice, asked the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, whether it was the inten-
tion of the Government to throw open for
selection, tinder the Land Regulations,

the land on each side of the Eastern
Railway line now having a reserve of £2
per acre on it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANWDS (Hon. W. E. Marxnion) replied
that the question was receiving the atten-
tion of the Government.

INSECT PESTS BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

LOAN BILL (XS1,500,O00): LEGISLATIV'E
COUNCIL'S MESSAGE.

ORDER OF THE DAY DISCHARGED.

On the Order of the Day for the con-
sideration of the Legislative Counicil's
message (vide p. 1254 ante),

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
moved that the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: Will the dis-
charging of the order commit this House
to an admission of the Legislative
Council's claims, or to the terms of their
MessageP

.THE SPEAKER: I cannot say; that
ia matter of opinion.
THE PRE MIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):

We do not wish to pursue the question
any further, that's all.

MR. ThLINGWORTH: I am not
prepared, myself, to accept that p~osition.
I think that the Message sent down to us
by the other House is a distinct declara-
tion of a claim of privilege on the part
of that House, which this House ought
not to admit. Having expressed my
judgment on the matter, I have no wish
to detain the House any further.

Motion put and passed.
Order of the Day discharged.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The House went into committee for
the consideration of the following Sched-
ule of Amendments made by the Legisla-
tive Council in "The Police Act, 1892,
Amendment Bill ":

No. 1.-Add the following New Clause,
to stand as No. 5 :-" Every person under
"the age of fourteen years smoking in
"any street shall be liable, on convic-
"to, to a jieialtvy Hot exceeding forty
"Shillings."
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No. 2.-Add the following New Clause,
to stand as No. 6:--" Every person point-
" ing any firearm at any other person shall
-be liable, on conviction, to a penalty
"not exceeding ten pounds."

No. 3.-Add the following new clause.
to stand as No. 7 -- " This Act shall
"comne into operation on and after the
"first day of January, 1895."

Amendment No. I put.
Ms., A. FORREST moved that the

amendment be not agreed to. Though
he did not believe in boys smoking, still
he hardly thougbt this was a piece of
legislationi that ought to be placed on the
statute book. How were they going to
determine whether a boy seen smoking in
the street was under fourteen ? Some
boys at fourteen Were young men, while
others were mere children. Smoking was
a practice which three-fourths of the popu-
lation indulged in, and be did not see
how they were going to fix the age at
which people should begin to smoke.

MR. OLARKSON thought the clause
would be rather an interference with the
liberty of the subject. Who was to de-
termine what age a boy was? They
could tell a horse's age by looking at his
mouth, but lie had never 'heard that a
boy's age could be told in the same way.
Unless they produced the registry of a
boy's birth, hie did not see how they were
going to know that a youngster found
with a cigarette in his month was under
the prohibited age. He never heard of a
more ridiculous proposition in his life.

MR. JAMES intended to support the
amendment. If there~ was any force in
the argument of the lion, member for
Toodysy that the clause was an inter-
ference with the liberty of the subject,
the samte argument applied to the whole
Bill. The original object of the Bill was
to prevent betting on racecourses, which
was equally an interference -with the
liberty of the subject. The liberty of
the subject in the case of a small boy at
14 was considerably interfered with at
school; and the hion. member's argument
-might as well be applied against sending
boys to school. Was there a member
present who could deny that smoking was
a very injurious habit indeed in the case
of children of tender age, though he was
sorry to see that the habit had increased
considerably since the introduction of
cigarettes. He was a smoker himself,

and had no intention of giving up the
ptictice, still he must object to the growing
practice of young nippers parading the
streets and puffing smoke into people's
faces. If they could not prohibit them
from smoking at all, they could at any
rate stop them from snok-ing in the
streets, width would be somie check upon
the habit.

MR. LOTON was quite in accord with
the desire of those who wished to prevent
children from committing this nuisance,
but the - difficulty was how were they
going to do itV He was iniclined to think
that this clause, which inflicted a fine
upon bays far smoking, would lead to
considerable hardship upon parents, for
it would be the boys' parents who would
have to pay the fine. In many instances
these parents were as desirous as the
members of that House were to prevent
their children from smoking, and it would
be rather bard that they should be fined,
and made to suffer innocently. Ile was
afraid that legislation of this kind would
have no deterrent effect.

Mst. COORWORTUT would rather
see a provision made for giving boys
found smoking a good. birching, rather
than render them liable to a fine, whichi
would have to be paid by their parents.
But the difficulty was to ascertain a boy's
age. If this clause became law to-miorrow,
he did not see how it was going to be
carried out; and what was the good of
enacting laws if you could not put them
in practice ?

Ma. ILLINGWORTH did not waut'
to trot out the old familiar argument
about making people moral by Act of
Parliament, but he must express his
surprise that any deliberative assembly
should propose to make a criminal of
every.little boy who followed his father's
example, and smoked a, cigarette in the
street. The boy probably considered
that w'hat was good enough for his
farther ought to be good enough for him,
and that if it was nice and wanly for his
father to smoke, he also ought to follow
his example. He appealed to members,
whether the majority of them did not
start smoking before they were 14 years
of age. Personally, he was opposed to
smoking by old or young, but he protested
against making ar criminal of a boy, who,
in smoking, was simply following in the
footsteps of his father. He th~ought
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there was a good deal of sense in Josh
Billings' philosophy-if you wantto train
up a child in the way he should go, the
best way to do so is to skid ahead of
1dma a. bit. What lie mainly objected to
wvas, that they should propose to make
criminals of little children before they
were fourteen years of age, and before
they knew anything about their duty to
the State or to the laws of the country,I
simply b~ecause they were doing wh at they
saw their own fathers doing every hour of
the day. The thing was utterly absurd'
an outrage unpon commlon sense anid
reason; and hlow any intelligent body of
men could pass such a clause was beyond
his comprehension.

Mm. LEAKE said it certainly was his I
intention to vote against this proposal.
He entirely agreed with what had fallen
from the [ion. mnember for Nanuine; if
the principle was a good one, let it be
wade to apply to smokers of every age.
Let them strike out the words "1under
the age of fourteen," and make the
prohibition apply to everybody found
smuoking in the street. He was afraid it
would conic rather hard upon many
mnembers, It would put a lot of pip-es
out. He thought it was ridiculous and
cruel to add to the youthful mind another
terror to the usual penalties for smoking.
It was absurd to liut such a. clause up~on
thle statute hook.

MR. SOLOMTON did not, see how the
clause could. be carried out. How was aL
policemian to know whether a boy lie saw
in the street was under 14 years of ae
Were they to " run in" every boy tey
saw smoking, on the chance -of beig able
to prove that hie was under te prohibited
age It would be a great hardship upon
Parents to have to pay these finles ; while
it would be no punishiment at all to the
boy. Such at law would not prevent boys
from smoking; if -they could not sioict
in the streets, they would do it soni'-
where else, and probably snioki! more-

MR. JAMES said there was no force in
the argument that it would be a shiamet
to mnake a boy under 14 years of age
amenable to punishment as a criminal.
Boys Linder 14 were already subject. to
the criminal laws of thle country In everyp
respect. They saw boys brought before
the police court for destroyinig trees, or
breaking windows, or' for comm11itting~
thefts, and. other youthful Offences. If

there was any-thing in the argumient that
this clause would inlicfit hardship upon
parents, to carr-y out the argument to its
logical conclusion they meustgive children
under 14 years of age complete exemption
from the crintinal Claws of the country.
He th~ought that one or two examples
made of these nippers found smnoking in
the streets would have a very salutary
effect. He believed that within three
months after this becamie law, they would
not see the disgraceful exhibitions of
smoking they now saw in the streets of
Perth, amongst childrenl of all ages.

AIR. ILTANGWORTH wished to im-
press upon the House that all the harm
the boy who smloked did was to injure
hiniself, or possibly to annoy his neigh-
bours. Were thley justified'in placing a
child in the position of a, criminal for an
offence that Only injured himself ? If a
boy inju red a tree or broke a window lit
was doing somne destructive xvork, which
caused loss or injury to somebody else.

MR. RANDETL said lie had been niuch
struick wvith a, remark that fell from Sii
Henry Parkes when he was here recently
-that it was at very serious matter foi
any P~rarlient to lace an eniactmtent on
the statute book creating a new offence.
That observation. was applicable in this
instance. This was creating a niew and
unheard of offence. It was, also open te
this objection; the puniishmient would not
fall upon the real offender, but upon tht
itnnocent. If a, boy under 14 years of age
were finled, hi is parents would have to find(
the mnoney to pay his fine. There would
also be great difficulty in securing a con-
viction, as it would be hiard to say whethei
a boy was withinl the pirescribedl age om
not, and the carrying out or the lasi
would involve a considerable amnount oh
trouble to the pohice in tile execution oh
their dut". Onl the other hand it wonlif
enceouratge the young clpIrit to tell aL lit
to the police ini order to shield hinisell
from puiishment. Another result wouk
be to drive these boys 1to smnoke in secrel
places, out Of the public sight, and then
would be. tlme Aditional danger of theii
setting fire to property in that way. Bui
his mnost serious objection to the claust
wats that it -was creatinig an offence thai
did not exist at present on thle statuti
book, and without anyv real necessity Cai
it. Thevre was this further objection.
the boy's fine was not pa-id, he would havo
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to go to prison, which was a, very serious
punishment for the simple act of smnoking
a cigarette in the street, when the boy
who was a year older could do so With
impunity. If their school teachiers looked
after their young charges a. little more, it
would probably do more good than this
clause was ever likely to do.

Amendment put anid negatived.
Amendment No. 2:-
Tusi ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) thought this amendment w~as as
impracticable as the -other. You could
hardly, handle a fireanin in company with-
out pointing it at somebody in some way
or other,

MR. A. FORREST thought the amend-
inent was altogether out of place. If two
or three people happened to be together,
and one of them had a gun, another oine
inight, say that the man with the gun
had pointed it at him, and that man
would be liable to be fined. If the clause
was intended to have any deterrent effect,
the punishment ought to he imprison-
mait. He thought the clause a very
frivolous one. He was sure it must have
been very late at night when these two
amnendmnents were itaode in the Bill.
Were they going to legislate to punish
everyone who carried a gun because
there happened to be a gun accident at
Perth a short time agoP It was almost
imnpossible to carry a guna without having
it pointed at someone.

THE CHAIRMAN thought it -was
hardly desirable for members to use bad
language al)out inembers of the other
House, by word or innuendo. The hon.
member who had just sat down said the
ame~nents mnus t have been inserted in
the Bill late at night. The inference
was obvious. There was no necessity for
such an insinuation.

MR. RICHARDSON was rather in-
clined to think it would he a, good thing
if this aniendmnent were adopted, it only
to inpress upon silly people that it was a
serious thing to point firearms at any-
body. Many Ipeople who carried fir-earnms
looked upon it as a good joke to point a
gun at another; hut if it was made an.
offence, and a fine attached to it, perhaps
they would regard the practice in a more
serious light.

Mn. OIJARKSON did not think the
Clause referred to till pointing of a grun
at another person unintentionally ; it

meant doing so wilfully or deliberately.
Scores of accidents had occurred through
this foolish practice, and they could not
do too much to putt it down. He was
glad that the mnembers of the other
House had thought of it. He thought it
wvas a very proper clause.

Mn. COORWORTHY suggested the
insertion of the word " wilfully " before
the word - pointing," otherwise people
who unintentionally happened to point
a gun at another would be liable.

Mit. R. V. SHOUL thought there ought
to be sonc punishment for the foolish
and dangerous practice referred to. It
was only the other day that a fatal
accident occurred in Perth through the
pointing of a, g-un, by way of a. joke, at a
young woman. Hie thought the penalty
shiould be imprisonment, instead of a fine,
as it would be raore likelyv to have aL
deterrent effect.

MRt. MORAN thought the clause was
somnewhat vague, and wishied to know
whether it would apply to Volunteers on
parade, or to actors on the stage? He
was afraid the clause would Lave no
practical effect. If a. mran knew his gun
was loaded lie would never dreami of
pointing it at another.

MRT. JAMES hoped the committee
would agree to the amendment, but
trusted it would not be made to apply to
boys under 14 years of age, as it might
be hard upon their parents if they had to
pay the boys' fine.

AMx. TLEAKE thought the clause would
do some good, if it only drew attention
to the fact that to point a. guin at another
person, whether it was done by way of
a joke or otherwise, was a% punishable
offence. The enactment could not possibly
do any harmn, and, if it only had the
result of saving one human life, surely
it (Itserved a place on our statunte hook.

Aniendmnient agreed to.
Amendment No.3:;
MR. A. FORREST pointed out that,

if this clause were adopted, and. the Act
come into force on the 1 st January, with
regard to prohibiting bookmakers and the
spinning jenny, it would interfere with the
New Year's race meeting at Perth, and
one or two other meetings, whereas several
country meetings held in December wonld
not be affected by it. He thought, as the
various raee clbs had made their arrange-
ments for this year, the Act should not
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come into operation until the present
racing season was over. He moved that
the word "fiErst " be struck out, and the
word " eighth " inserted in lieu of it, so
as to make the Act come into operation
on the 8th January, instead of the let.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said if the Bill was
necessary at all, it should be brought
into operation at once. He baa sup-
ported the Bill himself, because hie
thought it was a good one; and, if it was
a gooa one, he hoped the Rouse would
not agree to postpone its operation until
the 1st Jauary, as proposed by the
other House.

MR, IE AWE concuried with what had
fallen from the lion. member for the
0-ascoyne. Either the. Bill was a desir-
able Bill or it was not. If it was, why
delay its operation ? The Bill had been
before the country for a considerable time
now, and the racing clubs had had every
opportunity of making their arrange-
went a accordingl 'y. He was going to set
his face against horse- racing and gambling
in every shape and form in the future.

MR. MONGER said his intention when
he brought in the Bill was that it should
come into force at once. This new clause,
postponing its operation, had been intro-
duced in another place, he understood,
in the interests of some of the country
clubs. P ersonally, nothing would give
him greater pleasure than to see the
Bill come into operation at once. The
gentry against whose vocation the Bill
aimed at would no doubt be delighted if
the Bill did not come into operation until
the I1st January, as they would be able to
make a good harvest in the meantime.

MR. MORAN suggested that the Bill
should not come into force until the lst
December, so as not to interfere with the
Yilgarn races. He could not understand
this sudden haste on the pai-t of some
-members to become holy and righteous.
For his own part, he thought they- ought
to put off being graudmothers as long as
they could, and not be in too great a
hurry to pass legislation which, in his
opinion, would be a disgrace to the statute
book. The attitulde of the lion. member
for Albany with regard to the Bill re-
minded him of the'old couplet-
When the devil was sick, the devil a saint

would be;
When the devil got well, the devil a, saint was

it.

Ma. LEAKE: I rise to a poinit of
order. Is the hion. member in order in
applying such an epithet to me ?

THE CHAIRMAN: I have already
called attention to the growing practice
of making use of offensive expressions,
which, whether intended to be offensive
or not, had better be left unsaid. No
member should speak of a measure on
the statute book as a disgrace, unless he
is prepared with a motion to repeal it.

The amendment proposed by Mr. A.
FORRST was withdrawn.

MR. MORAN moved that the 1st
December, 1894, be substituted for the
1st January, 1895, as the date for the
Bill coming into operation.

Ma. WOOD supported the proposal
for delaying the operation of the Bill.
He did not see why they should he in too
great a6 hurr y to make this chauge in the
law. Thme country racing clubs had made
their arrangements for the approachbing
season, and if this Bill became law at
once they would be deprived of thme
revenue they received fron rtme sale of
the wheels or spinning-jennies which the
Bill prohibited. If hie thought the Bill
would stop betting or gambling he would
vote for its becoming lMtw at once; hut,
in his opinion, the bookmakers would
reap a richer harvest than ever when this
Bill passed, and the enl of gambling
would only be intensified. The Bill only
prohibited betting in public. He felt
certain that many members who had
voted for the Bill for the suppression of
book-makers would have their names in
these bookmnakers' books before the 1st
January.

THE ATPTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) thought it would be hardly fair
to arrange a date for the Bill coming
into operation] just to suit the fixtures of
one or two clubs, to admit of these clubs
enjoying certain pivileges which would
be debarred to other clubs. If the Bil]
was a good one, the sooner it came into
operation the better. Of course if this
clause inserted by the Council were not
agreed to, the Bill would come into force
as soon as it was assented to.

The amendment proposed by Mr.
MORAN was negativred.

Council's amendmenmt put and nega-
tived.

Tat CHAIRMAN reported that the
committee had agreed to one, and had
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disagreed to two of the amendments of
the Legislative Council.

Report adopted.
MR. MONGER moved that Mr. Illiug-

worth, Mr. Leabe. and the Mover be
appointed a committee to draw up the
reasons of the Assembly for disagreeing
to certain amendments of the Legislative
Council.

Question put and passed.
Ordered-That the.nwsideration of the

reasons for thd disagreement of the
Assembly to the t-dnendments of the
Council be made au Order of the Day for
the next sitting of the House.

DROVING BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The following Message was received
from the Legislative Council:
" 311% Speaker,

" The Legislative Council acquaints the
" Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
" to a Bill intituled 'An Act to regulate
"the Droving of Travelling Stock,' sub-
"ject to the amendments contained in
"the Schedule annexed ; in which amend-
mients the Legislative Council desires the

"concurrence of the Legislative Assem.-
"Ny.

"GFo. SnENrOx,
" President.

"Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,
"5th November, 1894."
Schedule of Amendments inade by the

Legislative Concil iin " The Droving
Bill."
No. 1.-On page 2, Clause 2.-At the

end of the clause, add " unless Such stock
be carried by railway."

No. 2.-On page 2, Clause 3, sub-
clause (3), line 8.-Between "nearest"
and "inspector" insert " Justice of the
Peace or."

No. 3.-Oji page 2, Clause 8, sub-
clause (4), lines 1 and 5.-Between
"such" and "inspector" insert "Justice
of the Peace or."

No. 4.-On page 4, Clause 6, lines 2,
3, and 4.-Strike ont the words " approach
within ten miles of the head station or
homestead on any run, or the headquarters
of any person in charge of stock on any
part of a run," and insert "enter Upon
ainy run, or before entering upon any run
that shall be fenced."

No. 5.-On page 4, Clause 6, line 5.-
Strike out " as aforesaid " and insert " of
stock on any part of a run."

No. 6.-On page 4, Clause 7, line 2.-
Strike out the letter "T," and insert
"his registered horsb or cattle brand."

No. 7.-On page 4, Clause 7, line 3.-
Sti-ike out "letter," and insert "brand."

No. 8.-On page 5, Clause 8, lilies 11,
12, and 13.-Strike ont all the words
between "1pasture" and "nor."

No. 9 .- On page 7.-Strike out the
fourth Schedule.

C. LEE STEERE,
Clerk of the Council.

5.11-94.
Ordered-That the consideration in

committee of the foregoing Message be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House.

ESTIMATES, 1894-95.

ADDITIONAL VOTES.

The Order of the Day for the con-
sideration of the report of the Committee
of Supply on the Estimates of Expenditure
for 1894-95 having been read,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the Estimates be recommitted,
with a view to the insertion of the
additional Votes recommended in His
Excellency the Governor's Deputy's Mes-
sages Nos. 13 and 14.

Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Additional Vote.-Office of Colonial
Secret ary, £75:

Mu. R. F. SHOIJL asked the Chairman
whether they could revert back now to
the original Estimates ?

THE CHAIRMAN said they could not.
The Estimates had been recommitted for
the purpose of inserting these additional
votes, and the committee could only con-
sider such matters as had b~een referred
to it by the House.

MR. R. F. SHOLL asked the Premier
what was the reason for the Government
coining down with additional Estimates
to the extent of £24,000 within a da 'y or
two after the original Estimates being
passedP

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)
said it would be seen that the principal
items included in these additional Esti-
mates, involving an expenditure of over
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£220,000, were for the erection of public
buildings at Cue and Coolgardie. The
Government found that, with the large
expenditure necessitated in connection
with water supply oa these goldfields,
they would not have sufficient money for
that purpose if they constructed these
buildings out of the itemn on the Loan
Bill for the development of goldfields.
Therefore it was necessary to provide for
these buildings out of general revenue, as
they had the money available. The other
items on these additional Estimates were
due to omnissions in the original Esti-
mates, or to suggestions made in coi-
mittee when those Estimates were passing
through.

MR. R. F. SHOLL asked the Premier
what was the necessity for this additional
item in the Colonial Secretary's Office,
"Electoral Registrar, Perth, salary for

nine months, at £100 per annum,
£75."

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Fonrest)
said it was found that the working of
the new Electoral Act necessitated this
appointment, the work being too much
for the mnagistrate's clerk who formerly
attended to it. The Colonial Secretary
informed him that they had been fortu-
nate enough to secure the services of a
competent registrar, who wvould not onil'y
discharge the duties, but also provide is
own office, for £9100 a year. There could
be no doubt that it would be necessar y,
not only at Perth, but also inl other large
centres of populatiou, to miake better
arrangements for teregistration of
voters than now existed.

MR. R. F. SHOLL thought it would
have been better if the work in Perth
had been given to the clerks of the Par-
liament, who were in touch with the
electoral registers. He did not suppose
those officers would have objected to earn
a few extra pounds, as their salaries were
not vecry high, and thecy were not over-
worked during the recess.

MR. MORAN thought they ought to
k-now who this registrar was going to be,
as it was a position which gave the holder
of it anl opportunity of largely influencing
the elections in the compilation of the
rolls.

Tns PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said the appointment had already been
made and garzetted, the officer in (questioln
being a Mr. Glover.

MR. SOLOMON thought it was very
desirable they should have an electoral
registrar appointed also at Fremntle.

Vote agreed to.
Additional Vote-Audit Departmnent,

£25:
Put and passed.
Additional Vote-Afedical, £10:
Put and passed.
Additional Vote-Caols, £25:
Putt and passed.
Additional Vote-Edcatioal £1,375:
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

explained that this was necessitated by
the fact that it was necessary to have a
separate itein for rents of schools, &c.
It appeared. that tinder the Audit Act
they could not pay this item under the
hlead of " Salaries, provisional and tein-
porary,' and hie proposed hiereafter to
reduce that itemn by £600.

Vote agreed to.
Defenoces, £16,450 is. 4d.:
TihE PREMIER (Honl. Sir J. Forrest)

said this vote hand been re-arranged since
it was under discussion before, when the
original Estimates were considered. The
Colonial Secretary and the Comnnandant
hand gone very carefully into the matter,
and had very considerably reduced the
vote, which originall y stood at £19,542.
He thought. himself it had been reduced
too much, considering that there was
included in this £15,460 ah)ont £6,000
voted last year, but which had not yet
been exp~ended.

Milt. A. FORREST congratulated the
Government on having reduced the vote.
He should like to see the whole item cut
off; but be supposed they must be satis-
fied with small mercies.

MR. LEAKE asked when the term of
engagement of the present Commandant
expired .

THE PREMTER (Hon. Si J. Forrest)
thought it had about nine months more
to i-un ; but the Government proposed to
obtain front the Imperial author-ities the
ser-vices of another officer for- the posi-

Ition.
MR. ITLLINGWORTH looked upon

the whole vote as a waste of public
money. If there was anything to justify
the vote at all, it was the maintenance of
the garrison at Albany, for the fortifies-
tions there. He saw no necessity for a
Comnmandati all thiey* want' d was a

icomipetent drill instructor, and let the
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volunteers elect their own officers. If it
was to be a volunteer system, let it be a
volunteer system all through.

MR. LEAKE mioved that the item
"Commandant, X500," be reduced by

£100. He did so simply as at protest, to
show that the feeling of the House was
against the filling up of this appointment
aftei the present Coinmiandant went away.
He had no wish or intention whatever to
interfere with the- agreemtent made with
that officer, who wats comlpetent and
energetic; but there was no necessity for
die appointmnent of an Imperial officer
froml home for this purpose. Nobody
who had been in the colony for many
years could gainsay the fact that the
volunteer force had never been so efficient
as when the force was commanded by
real volunteer officers, private citizens.
In those days the commnanding officer
received no pay, and hie did all the work
himself; but directly they got anl Imperial
officer they had to provide hitn with a
staff at once, until now we bad a, regular
little War Office here. Of course it was
necessary they should have an Imperial
officer A Albany; they had some big
guns there, and they must be let off now
and then by somebody; and, in the event
of any trouble arising with the local arny
at Perth or Fremantle, this officer could
be consulted. He wished again to say
that in moving the reduction of the vote
hie had mio desire to reflect in any way
upon the jpresent Commandant, who, he
believed, had the respect of everybody in
the House, but whose energies and talents
were wasted here. If they were going to
have this vote continued at all, let it be
for a volunteer force pure and simple.
They did not want £15,000 worth of war
paint, which was what they were patying
for now.

MR. R. F. SHOLL agreed with what
had been stated, that the volunteer force
in this colony had never been so efficient
and had so much enthusiasm put into
it as when it was commanded entirely
by volunteers, without any emoluments.
Since they placed the force under the
command of an Imperial officer the result
had been increased expense and decreased
efficiency. There was no necessity what-
ever for at Commandant, nor for increasing
the staff. The present staff-adjutant
had risen fromt the ranks, and his pa 'y
had been increased]; and one of these

days they would see him develop into a
full colonel with a cocked hat.

Mn. A. FORREST said if the lion.
member for Albany, instead of reducing
the vote by £100, had proposed that
when the term of the present Commandant
expired the whole vote should be extin-
guished, hie would have supported him.
He saw no necessity for a Commandant
if' we had an efficient staff-adjutant. Hie
hoped the Government would accept the
hon. maember's amendment as a protest,
or an indication that the House did not
wish them to engage any mnore Imperial
officers for this office.

MR. JAMES would votoe for the amend-
juent simply a a protest against the
appointment of another Commandant
when the present officer's term of en-
gagement expired. As soon as these
Imperial officers became acquainted with
the work, and were getting the force well
organised, they were recalled, and some
other officer came out, with some ideas of
his own, and the whole work had to he
gone over afresh. If they wanted a
Commandant for their volunteers, let
them pay a little more to the Imperial
officer commanding the defence forces at
Albany, and make 1im Commandant.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the reason why these officers were
changed every three years was because
they had to rejoin their regiments, and
this change enabled us to obtain the
service of officers who were imbued with
the very latest military ideas. There
appeared to be a feeling growing up in
the House that we did not want a defence
force at all. If that was time feeling-
although he did not agree with it-hie
supposed they must bow their heads to
it. It was absurd to talk about thle
officer in charge of the defence garrison
at Albany also acting as Commandant of
the volunteers. His duties were devoted
exclusively to Albany, whereas we had
volunteer corps all over the colony. They
tried to do without a Coummandant once
before; but how long did they adhere to
itP If they struck this item out that
evening, he ventured to say they would
want to see it reinstated again next year.
The 'y must have somebody to look after
their volunteers. He believed that the
staff-adjutant was a most excellent officer,
but he did not think he could he expected
to take charge of the whole affair. He
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thought, if the House wished to cut down
the vote, it should not begin by cutting
off the head of it. .He objected to the
hon. member for the Gascoy-ne always
picking at the adjutant. He could not
think wilylhe did it, unless it was from
personal mnotives.

MR. R. F. SHOLLi: I rise to a Point
of order, sir.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I withdraw the words "personal motives,"
but I cannot understand the action of
the hon. member.

MR. H. F. SHQLA said be wished to
protest against the way the hon. the
Premier attacked members of the House.
Thie hon. gentleman seemed to go blunder-
tug on, not knowing nor caring what lie
said; he kept on spouting away like a
great big whale. It was positively dis-
graceful the way that the head of the
Government spoke of the actions of other
members in the House. In fact it was
insulting, and he thought that the hon.
gentleman should allow the Attorney
General or someone else to speak, if ho
could not conduct himself properly.

THE PRMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That sounds well, coming from you.

MR. R. F. SHOT.L never had any inten-
tion of attacking-the adjutant. He simply
said that he had risen from the ranks.
and would be a colonel one of these days.

MR. CLARKSON thought they could
find miany a better way to spend the
public money than playing at soldiers-
which was what it really camne to. He
did not consider they were justified in
doing it. He had not a word to say
against the present Commnandanat, who, hie
believed, was a most efficient officer;i but
there was no necessity for such an officer
at all1.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mannion) Said, if
they did not want a Commandant, they)
did not want the volunteers. That wasg
his opinion; and, if those members who
opposed the vote had the courage of their
opinions (which they had not) they would
get up in their place and move to Sweep
the whole vote off the Estimates. The
hon. member for Albany knew very well
he never dare show his face in Albany
again, if he did that. Surely if they
wanted their volunteers properly or-
ganised, it wvas desirable to have at the
head of the force an officer who had

received proper military training, and
who was imbued with all the latest
military ideas, and who was capable of
organising a defence force. Some mem-
bers always seemed anxious to attack
this vote. They wvere never tired of
sneering at the idea of a volunteer defence
force, but they had not the courage to
shoulder a rifle themselves.

Question put-that the item be reduced
by £100.

The committee divided, with the fol-
lowing result:

Ayes..
Noes..

... ... 6
.. .. 12

Majority against ... 7
Arm

Mr. Janft
M,. Leuiie
hfr. i. P. Shu
Mr. H. W. Shoea
Mr. Thnwrl Tle)

No".
Mr. hurt
Sir John Forrest
Mr. Lefroy
lMr. Low,,
Mr. Mannio.
Mr. Monger
Mr. Peterson
Mr. Learse
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Ven,,
Mr. Wood
Mr. Morn, (Tree).

Question thus negatived..
MR. R. F. SHOLL moved that the

item "Temporary clerical assistance and
extra labour, £154," be reduced by £50.
He saw no necessity for increasing this
vote, which, in two years, had grown
from £62 to £2154.

THrE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said the "1toni porary clerical assistance "
represented a clerk, who received £2 a
week. The clerical work in the office of
the Commandant had very considerably
increased since the garrison had been
established at Albany.

Question put and negatived.
Mn. R. F. SHOLL moved that the

iteui "Messenger, £236 l0s.," be struck
out.

Question put and negatived.
AIR. B. F. SHOLL moved that the

itein "Infantr~y Instructor, for Perth,
Fremantle, and Guildford, X160," be
struck out. This was another new ap-
pointment, and he should like to know
what necessity there was for it, any more
than there was last year ?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said they had been trying to get an in-
fantry' instructor for a long time, the
want of such an officer being greatly felt.
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So long as they had volunteers they must
be provided with instructors.

Question put and negatived.
Vote agreed to.
Additional Vute.-Ceid.ral Board of'

Heath, £160:-
BIB, R. F. SHOLL noticed that there

was an increase of £50 to the secretary
of the Boaxd. WILS this officer so over-
worked that he Was entitled to this in-
crease ? He thought no officer in the
service earued his salary easier than this
offcer did.

THE PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
said this officer had been strongly recomi-
mended by the Central Board Of HeaIlth
for an increase, and the Government had
complied with their recommendation.
The Board was an honorary board, and
they depended on this officer to do their
work, and they had recommended he
should receive an increase of £60. He
presumed they would not have done so,
unless they thought he was worthy of it.

Mn. ft. F. SHOLT1 said that honorary
boards would recommend anything, so
long as it dlid not come out of their own
pockets.

MR, LEAXE cid not kno.w whether
this officer, who was styled the chief in-
spector of nuisances, had lost his sense of
smell; if lie hadln't he could put him on
to two or three good things in Perth.

Ma. WOOD said he happened to know
this officer was a very efficient officer.
He had buen secretary to the Board for
eight years. without an increase of salary,
and he well deserved this additional
X50.

Vote agreed to.
Additional Vote.-Crewn Law Offices,

£50:
Ap. ft. F. SHOLTJ asked whether, in

consideration of this increase of £50 in
the Crown Solicitor's salary, that gentle-
man had to give up his fees of office and
his private practice ?

TnE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said that was the arrangement.
He wa's to give uip all fees, and also his
private practice.

Vote agreed to.
Additional Vote. - Supreme Cout,

£2300:
'Ma. Rt. F. SHOIJT said he noticed this

item represented an increase of £2100 in
the salaries of the three Judges. It was
only ai day or two ago that they passed

the original Estimates, and, lie should
like to know why the Government now
camte down wish this increase to the
Judges' salariesP Had the Government
allowed themselves to be bounced into it
by the hon. member for Albany ? er
the Judges under paid, or over worked, or
what ?

Tun PREMIER (H1on. Sir J. Forrest):
They are not over-paid, I think.

MR. A. FORREST said the hion.
meniber for the Gascoyne was generally
ready to attack any increases, and to move
that they be struck out; but the hon.
mienier seemted frightened to tackle this
item. He (Mr. Forrest) was not. Thle
Judges did their work very well, no doubt,
but he thought they were already well
enough paid for it. Taken altogether,
they did not work mole than about four
months in the year, reckoned at six hours
a. day; and he did not know why the
Government should increase their salaries,
unless. it was at the suggestion of the
lion. member for Albany. He had no
particular objection to it himself, if they
could get tihe House to agree to it.

MR. LEAKE said he would support
this vote with the greatest amount of
pleasmue, and hie was glad to think it had
been brought down without any sugges-
tion, or insinuation, or innuendo on the
part of the leader of she Government.
It was amusing to) bear the lion. member
for 'West Kimnberley referring to the work
of the Judges as representing so inany
hours a dayv. Supposing they only did
work two or three hours a, day on an
average, how long (lid it take them
to learn to do that work ? It was
the work of a lifetime to qualify for the
position of a Judge. If they did not
have the administration of justice pure,
then Heaven help) the country! That
was all he could say. Unless tlhey paid
their Judges fair saaries they would not
get competent meni to do the work.

MR. A. FORREST: We've got them
now.

Mn. L EAME : Certainly we had com-
petent men now. But it must be re.
menmbered that the work was increasing
now, and there were many calls upon the
Judges. Assuming, for the sake of argu-
.ment, that these appointments were
vacant to-morrow, could the Government
fill them to-morrow at the same salary
from amongst the members of the local
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bar? Neither of the two Queen's counsel
would accept them. WhyP Because
the salary was not sufficient. It would
not pay them to give up their private
practice at the bar to take a seat on the
bench. If they compared the salaries of
the Judges in the other colonies with the
salaries of Ministers, they would find
that the salaries of all the Judges in all
the other colonies exceeded the Minis-
terial salaries. But here the Puisuie
Judges, even with this increase, would
only be placed on a, level with the Premier
as regards salary. That was not as it
should be, and the £1,000 a year which
it was now proposed to give the Judges
was, he submitted, inadequate.

MR. A.. FORREST: They call resign if
they think it is not enough.

Mn. LEAKE: Of course they could.
But, once a man got on the Bench lie
was there for life, or at all events so long
as he behaved himself ; and it was very
seldom in the history of any British coi-
munity that they found a maii who
retired f rom. the Bench going to practice
at the bar again. Whilst oil this ques-
tion of the Judges, he should like to say
that in his opinion the three Judges
ought to be placed on an equal footing;
'he did not think any distinction should
be made between the Chief Justice and
the ruisne Judges.

THE PREMER (Hion. Sir J. Forrest):
Where did you get that f romi?

MR. LEAXE:. I am only making a
suggestion. If the bon. gentleman does
not care to listen to it, he can walk out
of the House.

THE PREMfIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You are impertinent; that is what I tell
you.

MR.. LEAXE: Thank you! You are
not. You always, behave most becomningly,
so like a legislator-An (act, a, born one.
He was saying it would he better, in his
opinion, if the Judges were all placed on
an equal footing as regards salary. It
might be necessary to have one to fill the
office of Chief Justice, but that office, he
submitted, should be filled, ex officio, by
the senior Judge for the time being on
the bench. If we recognised that prin-
ciple at present in this colony, we should
not interfere with vested inaterests in any
way at all. We should not be derogat-
ing from the dignity of the office, nor
prejudicing the present- occupant of the

Chief Justice's chair. Why should there
be this distinction?

MR. Jsnss: The same thing occurs in
England.

TH-E PREM~IER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
And everywhere else.

Mu. LEAiKE: That did not make it a
good system. Look at the trouble it
gave in South Australia, and in Sydney,
and in Melbourne. Let them assume,
for the sake of argument, that sonic two
or three years hence, a junior member
of the Bar happened to be Attorney
General ; if there was a vacancy in the
Chief Justiceship, it would be open for
the Government to put the Attorney
General in the Chief Justice's chair, and
by doing so they, might be doing the
best in the interests of all parties
concerned. But it would be very dis-
couraging to the Puisne Judges, who
might be very elderly men, to think that.
they were to be overstepped by a man
twenty or thirty years their junior.
Therefore he said, the Chief Justice
should be the senior Judge on the bench
for the -time being. He asked members.
to consider what he said on this subjiect
very seriously. There was some force,
he submitted, in what he said, and,
althoughi he could not, perhaps, convince
hon. gentlemen who occupied the chairs
opposite. yet hie felt lie might appeal to
members' sense of fairness if he asked
whether it was not better-if not at the
present moment, at any rate in the near
ftutre-that there should he a. readj ust-
nient of these billets, or some definite
understanding arrived at, in the direction
he had indicated. The argument in
favour of increasing the Judges' salaries
was, this: the Judges might fairly now,
,with the railway extensious that were
taking place. he required to go on circuit,
and there should be courts of criminal
and civil assize established in the country
districts. He was perfectly certain such
an arrangement would add materially to
the more efficient administration of j us-
tice; and, if it were suggested to the
Judges, he felt certain they would not
hesitate to comply with the wishes of the
Government in that respect. He believed
we would save their salaries by the aboli-
tion of the present courts of quarter
sessions, which were presided over by the
Resident Magistrates. He thought any-
thing they could do to improve the
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administration of justice - hie did not
mean to say that justice was not well
administeredl now-but everything was
capable of improvement, and, if theyI
could improve the administration of jus-
tice in any way, they should. by all tueans
do so.

MR. CLARKSON did not believe there
was a member in the House who would
oppose this vote. At the same time be
quite agreed with the suggestion thrown
out that one of the three Judges should
travel on circuit to the various centres
of popl~nation. It would be a great
convenience to litigants and others, and a
great saving to the public in every way.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said if the Judges,
by any means whatever, could prevent
litigation, he would not object for one
moment to their salaries being increased.
But it appeared to him that thej more
Judges the moere litigation; decisions
appealed against, and decisions upset, and
then more appeals. Was it intended that
this £100 should be voted annually on
the Estimates, or was it intended to bring
in a Bill to provide for this increase
permianently?

THE Pnrrvu (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
A Bill.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: Then he didn't
think he would he able to support it, if
it was going to be a permnanent increase.
At the same time he agreed with the
hon. member for Albany that all the
Judges should be placed on the same
level as the Chief Justice, and that the
office of Chief Justice should always be
flled by the senior Judge on the bench
at the time. He thought so for the
reasgon pointed out by the hon. member
for M-bany, that, in case of at vacancy in
the Chief Justiceship, the Attoirney
General, who might be quite at young
man, might be appointed to that position
over the heads of the Puisue Judges.
He also thought the salaries of all the
Judges should be the samne, and that the
title of Chief Justice should be regarded
as an honorary one. With regard to
travelling on circuit, he always under-
stood that when they increased the
number of the Judges to three, it was
intended that there should be Courts of
Assize established in different parts of
the colony, and that one of the Judges
should travel about, and hold Courts in
the various centres of population. He

thought the powers now vested in magis-
trates presiding at courts of quarter
sessions were too large to be entrusted to
anyone but a trained lawyer. lie did not
think it was right that a magistrate
should have the power to try and to
sentence a man forma capital offence. As
for what the hbn. member for West
.Kimuberley had said about him, as to his
being afraid to tackle the Judges, he did
not know that he was afraid to tackle
the Judges, or anyon6 else, if he thought
it necessary. Hie really hardly knew
whether to vote against this increase or
not.

MR. WOOD thought it would be desir-
able to have a fourth Judge appointed,
for this reason: one of the three Judges
appeared to be always away on leave,
thus leaving only two on the bench,
and it was virtually impracticable to
have appeals satisfactorily settled with
only two Judges sitting.

MuK. BTCRARi)SON thought, as% they
were now increasing the salaries of the
Judges, it should be distinctly understood
that one of them should go on cireiiit,i *
it was considered that would be a saving.

THF ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
S. Burt) said he was of opinion that the
salaries of the Puisne Judges, at £900 a
year, were inadequate, and the proposed
increase was only a small one. As to
the hours of work of the Judges, the hon.
member for West Kimberley probably
had in his mind the hours during which
the Judges sat on the bench; but the
work done by Judges in chambers was
large and very important, and this work
dlid not catch the eye of the p)ublic. If
Judges were to be looked up to and
respected by the comnnunity, they could
not be expected to engage in business,
such as trying to find a Wealth of
Nations. They luaA Io exist simiply on
tlhe pittanlce they' received, and he thought
the committee 'would not begrudge to
the Judges this small increase. With
regard to the District Courts, now that
railwy had opened the country ini
various directions, the Government would,
during the recess, consider a Bill for
establishing District Courts. To send a
Judge to a distant place to try a, petty
case of larceny would. simply be an
expense. All capital cases were sent to
Perth for trial, except in reference to
aborigines in the North, those cases b6ing
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tried by Commission. The magistrate in
the North who was appointed to try
those cases had intimate knowledge of
the native language and character.

Ka. A. FORREST said that, in mov-
ig that these items be omitted from
the Estimates, he did not wish to say
anything against the Judges1 but the
Attorney General had stated that the
Judges did not speculate or engage in
business for increasing their ineonie,
whereas he had a, full knowledge of the
fact that a majority of the Judges had
so bad an opinion of this colony that
they were afraid to invest any money in
it. This statement could be borne out
by members of this House who had in-
timate knowledge of the Judges. When
the recent hank failures occurred, Judges
were the first to rush into a bank to
draw out their money. They had no
good word to say for the colony. He
believed also that they were capabl4 of
speculating when they got a chance.
Instead of lodging their money in banks
at fixed deposit, they should show their
confidence by investing in something else
now that the colony was moving. The
salaries nowv paid to the Judges were fair
for the work done. Hon, members knew
the work was not much, and when they
often saw Judges about the streets they
must be aware whether or not work was
going on. Whe-n aJudgehad to be sentfor
to attend to matters at thie Court, hie was
almost too independent to leave his home
for the purpose, and would say, "Oh, let
that wait." Twelve hundred pounds a year
was a fair salary for the Chief Justice,
who was not occupied more than four
months in the year in work. They knew
that one Puisne Judge had been absent
from the colony on leave nearly a year, and
the work went on in his absence a the
same, that the colony did not go back during
that time, and there was no great trouble
among the people. Why should thie
Juidges' salaries beincreased? He would
just as readily move for a reduction in
their salaries as; he would move to reduce
the salary of a clerk. He feared nobody
as a member of this House, and woud
rather attack the greatest in the land than
the smallest. Hie hoped the increases
would not be agreed to.

MR. ITLhINGWORTH said that
throughout the Annual Estimates there
had been a tendency to increase salaries,

in many cases without sufficient warrant.
Here were three Judges for a small
population, and a very smnall amount of
work to be done. In other colonies one
Judge did as much work as the three
Judges did here. The present salaries
were sufficiently high, though, as the.
population- increased, the salaries would
have to he increased. The three Judges
were men of whom the colony might well
be proud ; but the time bad not come for
increasing their salaries, and be would
vote against the increase.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said he hoped the objection to the in-
crease would not be pressed. It seemed
to the Government that, comparing the
salaries of the Judges with those of other
officers in the public service, the Judges'
salarieis were somewhat lokw, A thousand
a year was not, a high salary foi' a Judge,
because the bench was recruited from
members of the bar who had had con-
siderable experience, and there would be
a difficulty in obtaining suitable Judges
unless the salarijes were made fairly good.
The Government had considered the in-
crease carefully before proposing it.

Mn. A. FORREST said the Judges had
not personally asked for the increase.

TILE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said they had not, hut he knew the
Judges had a feeling that their salaries
were rather low. During this dliscussion,
the hon. member for Albany had made
reference to some remarks of his (the
Pretuier's), in connection with a Previous
motion made by the lion, mnember on this
subject. But he must say now that the
Government had not been influenced by
the hon. member's motion; and what he
(the rremier) had said in reference to
that motion was perfectly justified. Hie
would say the same again, whenever the
occasion arose, for he thought it was un-
seemly on the part of any advocate practis-
ing before Judges in the Suprenie Court
to conic into this House and advocate the
claimis of Judges to iucrease of sAary.
He was informed that it Was a. rule recog-
nised everywhere that legal practitioners
avoided dealing with the Judges in Parlia-
ment-Judges before whom they practised
in Court; and he thought the little
rebuke-[Ifs. LEAS; Oh, rebuke !] -
he had given the hon. member for Albany
was well merited. The lion. member
evidently did not like it. Be had writhed
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under it a long time, and was writhing
tinder it now.

Mn. LEAKE: No; it is the coarse vul-
garity.

THE PREMIIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said he must again tell the hen. member
it was unwise for him to come to this
House, being a practitioner of the Court,
and advocate the claims of Judges; and
he (the Premier) flt sure that members
generally would he ith himn in saying
that the course taken by the bon. memn-
her for Mlbany was very undesirable in-
deed. That was the reason why he (the
Premier) had remarked in the way he
dlid upon the hou. member's action.

Ma. ILLINGWORTU: A good thing
dlone in a bad way.

TaE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he thought his remarks were neces-
sary, and that they would have the de-
sired effect on the. actions of the hon.
member in the future.

Mn. LEAKE said if the Premier
thought that the vulgarisms of any hon.
member would have any effect on him, lie
was mistaken; and as to savying that he
(Mr. Leake) came here to advocate the
claims of the Judges, the hon. gentleman
was mi staken-it would be possible to use
a stronger and. coarser expression. But
althouigh the Premier did not appear able
to keep within the hounds of legislative
decorum, he (Mr. Leaka) would do so.
It was said to be impassible to make a,
silken purse out of any portion of the
epidermis of a certain despised auimal;
but still members of this House should
always conform to conventionalities, and
avoid sa 'ying anything that -was unneces-
sarily personal; and they should certainly
not twit professional members with
attempting to make use of their legis-
lative positions in this House for the
purpose of self -aggrandisement. He
assured hon. members that when he
asked the question relating to an increase
of the salaries of Judges, he did so without
the slightest motive whatever; and the
fact of the Government having no-w pro-
posed an increase in those salaries showed
that the question he asked some time ago
was not only pertinent, but that the
matter was of sufficient 'importance to
engage the attention of the Government,
who had practically followed up the
suggestion contained in- his question.
He hoped that for the future the Premier

would not trouble himself aboiit.admimis-
tering rebukes to the hon. member for
Albany; but, if he did so, he should try
to use proper terms.

Ma., R. F. BROIL said the Judges
had a travelling allowance of 25s. a day;
but that was a system adopted before the
railways were extended, and should now
be altered in order that Judges travelling
on duty should have their expenses paid,
and no more. There should be a system
of travelling allowance throughout the
service.

Question - that the rote stand as
printed-put, and division taken, with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

AirS.
Mr. Bsurt
Mr. Cookworh
Sir John Fortes
Mr. Luke
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Moraii
Mir. Peaterson
Mr. Prse
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Throesel
Mr. Vein
Mr. Wood
Mr. Clnrkson (

... ... 13

Majority for ... 7
Nors,

Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Harper

t Mr. mingworth
Mr. Ha~ndeU
Mr. R. F. Sholl
Mr. bto (Teller).

Vote agreed to.
Land Titles, £130:
MB. ILING WORTH said it. was an

extraordinary thing that the head of this
department could give up time for
attending to the duty of a magistrate
in the police court, and also acted as
returning officer in the general electitons.
Yet this department was gradually grow-
ig in the number of officers employed,
and unnecessarily so, judging by the
amount of time which the head of the
department had at his disposal. The
same officer also found time to do the
In dcx to the Statutes.

MR., A. FORREST said the hon. mnem-
ber for Nannitie hardly understood the
working of this department. It was
reorganised about a year ago, and the
private work previously done outside was
now done inside the department, the
cost being much less than -before. He
knew that the officer (clerk and drafts-
man) whose salary was being increased
in these Estimates was offered, the ether
day, £2 a, week more thani he was
receiving, if he would take private -em-
ployment. Good officers should be paid
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sufficient to prevent themn from going out-
side. it'would be better if the head of
the Land Titles Office gave his; whole
attention to the duties, whereas be
occupied a seat on the Licensing Bench,
he was a governor of the Victoria Library,
and of the High School, besides occupy -
iog other positions. No doubt the work
was well done in the Land Titles Office,
and the officers were willing and obliging
to the public.

Ua. IjOTON said he was not aware
whether the Commissioner of Titles
received payment for the other positions
he occupied. There bad been a consider-
able increase of work in the office, and he
believed the work was done efficiently and
carefully, and that the head of the office
'was very attentive. The other dutie-s
referred to had generally been done out-
side of office hours.

1M x. ITJLING WORTCH asked why
there was not an increase of salary to
one officer in particular. The success of
the department as a whole should augur
something in favour of its head; and lie
(Mr. Illingworth) was in a position to
say the department was most efficiently
managed, and yielded a considerable
revenue to the State, in addition to th6
stamp duty. The officers iu the depart-
ment were more over-worked than in
oilier departments, yet the small accomt-
modation and the cramped conditions
uinder which they worked were absolutely
discreditable to the Minister ini charge.
He hoped the Attorney General would so
remodel the accommodation as to do
away with these grievances.

THiE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hron.
S. Burt) said that, with reference to a,
suggested increase of salary for one clerk.
the ease of that clerk had been considered
by him, and decided. The officer was ;t.
good one, buthis salary had beeninereased,
and a further advance would not now be
justifiable. As to the office accommoda.-
tion, he had, at some personal inconveni-
ence, given up two rooms for the use of
this department, because he had recog-
nised that 'the accommodation was
cramped. There was an item in the
Annual Estimates for providing accom-
modation for this department in the. new
wing of offices which were about to be
built. In each year since 1883 this
department had paid its way, and in 1892
there was. a net gain of £22,689, exclusive

of stamps; therefore, although the depart-
ment was growing in expenditure, it was
also growing in receipts.

Vote put and passed.
Colonial Treasurer - Postal and Tele-

graph, £660:
Mn. R. F. SHOLL said Coolgardie

must be an important place, as it required
two extra mnessengers and a letter carrier,
and two assistant operators.

Mn. A. FORREST asked why the two
ass Lstant oDperators aLt Coolgardie were to
receive only Xt20 a year each, while the
assistant operator at Cue Was to receive
£150 a year.

TasF PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. 'Forrest)
said ]ie supposed the operator sent to) Cue
was a senior officer, the two sent to Cool-
gardie being juniors, who 'were assisting.

Ma. MORAN said the question of
the removal of the postmaste 'r at Cool-
gardic had been lately before the House
in the general Estimates, but since that
time some of the statemeuts made by
the Postmaster General, adversely to the
late postmaster, had been. disproved by
the avowed necessity of increasing the
staff at Coolgardlie. The Premier had
prejudged the ease against Mr. Sinclair,
as was shown by the letter sent by the
Premier to the Postmaster Generali con-
cerning that officer. (Letter read.)

TeaF CHAIRMAN called the hon.
member to order, and said the ease of
Mr. Sinclair was not a question before
the committee. The hon. member must
desist from referring to it. A more con-
venient way wouild be for thie hon. memn-
her to gienotice of a motion.

XR. MORAN objected to the Chair-
man's ruling, and said he had consulted
the Speaker before this vote canie on for
discussion. He wvas told that he would
bie in order in referring to Mr. Sinclair's
case in connection with this vote. There-
fore he now asked that the Speaker's
ruling be taken upon the point of order.

Taag SPEAKER, having resumed the
Chair, said: The hon. member did ask
mne, in reference to this vote, whether he
would be in order in alluding to the case
of the Coolgardie postmaster's dismissal,
and I did tell him he would be in order
in doing so. However, think the C hair-
man of the committee has pointed out
what would be a more convenient course
to adopt, that is to bring the matter
forward in a separate motion; therefore
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I shiall support the ruling of the Chair-
man. The bon. member will have to give
notice, and bring forward the matter in
a separate motion.

The committee resumed.
MR. JA31ES asked what reason there

was for having, in this colony, a telegraph
code different from that used in other
colonies ? The Morse system was in
general use elsewhere, but not here, and
any competent telegraphist coming from
other colonies had to learn the special
system in usc here before he could obtain
employment. The system in Australia
should be uniform.

TE E PRE MIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest.)
said this comphdint was new to him.
Nearly all the new operators hare had
conmc froni South Australia, and be did
not think there could be any great differ-
ence between the systems in these two
colonies.

MR. LEAKE said lie had been told the
same thiug as was mentioned by the bon.
member for East Perth. Inquiry should
be miade as to whether thoe systems were
different.

Vote put and passed.
Harbour and Light, £36;
Agreed to.
G'overnmnent Storekeeper, £10:
Agreed to.
Miscellaneous, £9500:
Tang PREMIER (Ron. Sir 3. Forrest)

said this amount was a contribution to
the Perth Municipal Council for their
great exertions in dealing with the small-
pox epidemic. The Council's expenses
were something like.£750 more than they
had already received; and having ap-
pealed several timnes for payment of the
balance, the Government had at length
succumbed to the extent of now proposing
to grant £500 more, as it appeared only
fair to hielp the citixens in this matter.
Great trouble and responsibility had been
placed on the City Council, which had
given mauch time and labour in stamping
out the epidemic.

Mu. R. F. SHOLL said the State had
contributed to the City Council £3,000 on
this account, some timne ago. The City
Council had incurred the expense before
eonsulting the Government at all; and
since then they had been appealing to the
Government for money, as they always
did. Whether it was the influence of the
"sixth Minister " he could not say, but

no doubt the City Coucil would sooll
have the great bulk of the Government
revenue, unless somne check were put on
the system. lie moved, as an amendment,
that the amount be reduced by £499.
The Frenian tie Municipal Council had
acted very differently, being practical men,
by stamnping out the disease at once;
whereas the action taken by the Perth
Council had really spread the disease.'

THE CHAIRMAN ruled that the
amendment was, in effect, an explanatory
negative, and could not be put. No
member could move to reduce a, vote,
except by ai substantial amiount.

Mx. JAMES said if the Perth Council,
of -which he was a tueniber, had done
ats the member for the Gascoyne now
suggested, hy going first to the Govern-
ment instead of taking prompt action
when small-pox broke out, the disease
might have spread and decimated the
whole colonyv. The Perth Council were
not remuedying a defect arising in -Perth.
nor remedying any neglect attributable to
the Council, hut were coping with a difli-
ulty thrust upon them through no fault

of their own. The fault, if dlue to any
one, was due to the Government medical
officers in Perth.

Vote put and passed.
Commissioner of Crown Lands--Lands

and Surveys, £2300:
MR. R. F. SHOLT1 , referring to the

first item, asked why' the salary of the
draftsman and clerk was increased by
£20.

MR. TJEAKE moved that Item 1 in
the Annual Estimates (previously passed)
be struck out.

Tax PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
You can't do that.

Tnn CHAIRMAN: I cannot acecept
that motion. The Estimates are re-com-
mitted for the specific purpose of con-
sidering the proposed additions.

Kas. IiEAKE: My object is to criticise
the Lands and Mines Department. I
ask for the Speaker's ruhing.

THE SPEAKER, having resumed the
chair, said: The question that I put,
before going into committee, was that
the Estimates be re-committed for the
pm-pose of considering the Additionar
Estimates that were sent down in the
Governor's Deputy's message. That
being the case, I think the committee
is bound to confine itself to the dis-

[5 Nov., 1894.]Estimates, 1894-5.



1276 Estimates, 1894-5. [SEBY] Etmts 845

cussion of these Additional Estimates.
It would, perhaps, have been plainer
and mare regular if I had put the ques-
tion that the House resolve itself ito a
Committee of Supply for the PUvl)O5e of
considering the Additional Estimates.
Still, in the -way I put the question, I
think the committee is confined to the
consideration of these Additional Esti-
mates.-

The committee resumed.
THE COMIMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. WV. E. Marm-ion), refer-
ring to the first item, said the draftsman
and clerk for whom an increase of £20
in salary was proposed was a deserving
officer whose claimi to an increase had
been overlooked. He was one of the
best officers. With regard to other in-
creases, the draftsman (second item) had
been many years in the service, indeed
since he was a boy, and well deserved
the small addition of £20 a year. The
custodian of plaiis (third item) was an
excellent officer, for whom an increase of
£10 a year was proposed. The other
two. items (dr-aftsman and clerk, also
draftsman, for six months) wore for new
men, on account of extra work, including
Lhe preparing of an enlarged map of the
goldfields, for use in England.

Vote putt and passed.
Mines, £150:
Agreed to.
Director of Public Works: Works and

Iliildings, £20,220:
MR. LEAKE moved that progress be

reportod, and leave asked to sit again.
He said this vote was a large one to con-
sider at midnight.

Motion not seconded.
MR. ILflNGWORTH congratulated

the Government on their baring taken
out of the Loan account a. laxge sum -of
money, and wvere now proposing to con-
strUct those works out of curren t revenuei.

Ma. It. F. SHOLL said it would he
better to postpone the erection of expen-
Give public buildings at Cue and Cool-
gardie until the proposed railways were
constructed, as the buildings could after-I
wards he erected at half the cost which
must he incurred if erected now. Tem-
porary buildings might serve in the
meantime. If, as was stated, the Govern-
ment had already invited tenders for the
proposed buildings on the goldfields, the
country was committed to the expendi-

ture illegally. He felt inclined to move
that the whole vote be struck out.

BIE. CLARKSON said the vote in-
cluded about.£10,000 for works at Cool-
gardie. Were these works really neces-
sary upon what mnight eventually prove
not to be so good a goldfleld as they were
all hoping it would be?9

Tim COMWMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marwnion) said
that only the other dnay the Government
had realised £6,300 frow the sale of 22
sections of land at Coolgardie.

Ma. RANDETJL asked whether the
proposed buildings were not on too
extravagant a scale.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)
said building operations of any kind were
necessarily very expensive on goldfields.

Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon, Hf. W. Venn) said the
buildings for Coolgardie and Cue were
post and telegraph offices, warden's court,
registrar's court, quarters fin the police;
also a hospital at each township.

Mn. RANDELL said the Government
were proclaiming their faith in the per-
manency of these two goldtields.

Mat. CTLARKSON said the buildings
would not be wanted this year, because
he was confident the diggers would he
driven back for want of water, unless
underground supplies were found.

MNi. R. F. STIOLL said lie could not
understand how this House could allow
the Government to in~vite tenders for the
erection of expensive buildings before the
money was voted in regular course.

THiE ATTORNEY GENERAL (11on. S.
Burt): We must move along.

Mit. R. F. SHOLL said the Govern-
ment were moving along too fast. He
contended that the ac~tion of the Govern-
mnent was illegal.

THEE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
savid the Grovernmnent had previously con-
sidered the point now raised by the hon.
member for the Gascoyne, but thought the
time had arrived when permanent build-
ings Must be erected. If the lion, member
would go to Coolgardie and Cute, and see
the necessity for these buildings, he would
view the miatter in a different light. The
lion, member -had been talking during the
last four hours, opposing nearly every-
thing. The Government did not wish to
act illegally, but when the necessity was
pressing they had to take for ranted that
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this House would approve of what was
absolutely necessary. A large revenue
wvas being received from these two gold-
fields, and what would tbe people out
there say ?-that the Government were
grabbing all the revenue, and doing
nothing in return for the people on the
fields. They would] also say the Govern-
ment and Parliament had no faith in
these goldfields, unless permanent build-
ings were erected there. He believed
the Government were acting wisely in
showing their faith in the permlanency of
these goldfields, by erecting public build-

ings at once. They might be erected at
Perhaps a third cheaper cost, by waiting
until the railways were completed; but,
after full consideration the Government
had decided to go on with these works.

ME. R. F. SHOLL said he did not
believe there was any necessity for these
expensive buildings at present, and they
could well wait until the railways were
Made. -

Vote put and passed.
The Additional Estimates being comn-

pleted, the resolutions of the committee
were reported.

ADJOURNMENT.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

moved that the House, at its rising,
do adjourn until Tuesday evening, 6th
November, at half-past seven o'clock
p.m.

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 12-12 o'clock

midnight.

Vicgt 1a ibe
Thesday, 6th November, 1894.

Annual Dermentai Report of the Railway Depart.
mnt-R epeal of Stock Tar-Anpeuion of Thorm
Bitoil,, as assis tant foreman, Perth Goods Shoed-
Loa. Estimates, 1894-., introdnced and ogred to-
Police ActCAmendment Bill: Reaons for disagiree-
lug wth Councl's smeudmente-Phariney nd
Poisons Bill :consideretion of the Committees
Report-Estmates, 1894-25; Comifttes Report-
Appropriation Bill, 1811_5: first rew~lng-Adjotirn-
,neut.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at
7-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.

ME. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways if
it were the intention of the Government
to follow the practice with regard to other
departments, and present a report upon
the Railway Department to this or any
future Parliamlent?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that
the report would be presented to Parlia-
ment at an early date.

REPEAL OF STOCK TAX.
MR. MONGER (on behalf of Mr.

James), in accordance with notice, asked
the Premier whether the Governmniet
would, during this or next session, initro-
duce legislation to repeal the stock tax?

Tan PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forr-est)
replied that the Government bad no inten-
tion of doing so at present.

SUSPENSION OF' ASSISTANT FOREMAN.
PERTH GOODS SHED.

MR. MONGER (on behalf of Mr.
James), ii) accordance with notice, asked
the Commissionerof Railways,-( i.) Why
Thomas Britnal] was suspended froii
work as assistant foreman of the Perth
Goods Shed? (2.) Would the Comis-
sioner look most carefully into the
matter, and make full in~quiry before dis-
missing the man?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Honl. H. W. Venn) replied as
follows: (i.) Suspended for disobeying
orders, viz., refusing to return to w'o-k
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